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Principalôs  

Assalamu Alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuhu 

In the Name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful, the Mercy-giving. Praise is 

to Allah whom we ask for help, protection and forgiveness. We seek the protection of 

Allah from the sins of ourselves and our deeds. No one can misguide whom He guides 

and whom He does not guide will never find a guide. 

 

Mr. Ekrem Ozyurek OAM 
Principal 

 

At East Preston Islamic College, our aim is to support our senior students in 

developing positive futures, enabling them to participate confidently in our faith 

and world communities. We encourage them to develop a strong commitment to 

social justice and t o adopt adult learning styles and approaches to set them up for 

future learning. Senior students also have an option of attending school and 
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Introduction 

This handbook is intended to assist you in the very important process of choosing 

the subjects you will study. It  contains an overview of the process you will work 

through, information about the pattern of the subjects you must complete in order 

to achieve your VCE or VCAL certificates and the descriptions of the subjects on 

offer to you as you move to the final year s of your secondary education.  

You are strongly advised to make use of the many resources available to you as 

you work through this sometimes -confusing  process. In addition to the information 

in this handbook, you may also access information from:  

¶ Your sub ject and homeroom teachers ;  

¶ Ms Sonya Hammoud (VCAL/VET & Careers Coordinator);  

¶ Mr Wael Hasaneen  (VCE Coordinator) ;  

¶ Job Guide ;  

¶ VTAC university guide ;  

¶ VICTER guide ;  

¶ TAFE courses directory ;  

¶ Various university information booklets . 

EPIC Pathways for completion of Year 12  

EPIC has introduced foundation VCAL in year 10 as an alternative to Year 10 

general. Students were invited to begin their VCAL pathway in year 10, instead of 

waiting until year 11. This allowed students to begin placement earlier and start 

their óon the job training  earlier ô.  

Students can, at the completion of year 10 general, move into the VCAL stream. 

There is no time limited or demand that a student sticks to a VCAL or VCE pathway 

in year 10.  

All students in year 10, regardless of  being in Year 10 General or VCAL foundation 

are expected to complete two VCE VET subjects.  

Currently EPIC offers VCE VET subjects within the school. However,  students are 

welcome, if they choose, to complete a VET subject at a partnership RTO.  

Students are encouraged to reflect on their progress, ability and desire, to select 

a pathway that will bring them both success and fulfillment.  

VCE is not ñbetterò or ñsmarterò than VCAL. They are simply different pathways 

with a focus on different skills to a su ccessful future.  
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VCE 

What is VCE?  

The Victorian Cer tificate of Education (VCE) is a certificate that recognises the 

successful completion of secondary education. It is an outstanding qualification 

that is recognised around the world. The VCE provides pathways to further study 

at university, Technical and F
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It is possible, but unlikely, that a student could do well on her SACs but still not 

pass the unit, if SACs did not assess all of the required outcomes.  They  must 

therefo re be careful to submit all work, not just SACs.  It is a lso possible a student 

may do poorly on an assessment task but still be able to demonstrate that they  

have  
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Breaches   

Teachers should not accept work for assessment until sufficient evidence is 

available to show that the work is the student's own.  

The authenticity of the work may need to be checked if the work:  

¶ is n ot typical of other work produced by the student ;  

¶ is inconsistent with the teacher's knowledge of the student's ability ;  

¶ contains unacknowledged material ;  

¶ has not been sighted and monitored by the teacher during its development . 

Onus of proof  

The onus is on the student to provide evidence that the work submitted is the 

student's own and was completed in accordance with the VCAA requirements. In 

order to obtain the necessary evidence, students may be required to:  

¶ provide evidence of the development of the work, for example, drafts which 

may not have been sighted by the teacher ;  

¶ 



East Preston Islamic College 

 

EPIC SENIOR SCHOOL HANDBOOK                   PAGE 12 

School - assessed Coursework - penalties for breach of authentication  

The principal has the power to:  

i. Reprimand a student, or  

ii. Give the student the opportunity to resubmit work if this can occur within the 

dates designated by the VCAA, or  

iii. refu se to accept that part of the work which infringes the rules and base a 

decision whether to award the work requirement an N or S upon the remainder of 

the work, or  

iv. Refuse to accept any of the work if the infringement is judged by the principal 

to meri t such a decision, in which case an N will be awarded for the work.  
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SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS  

VCE places very heavy time demands and task management demands on students. 

If you experience any sort of problem which you cannot solve for yourself, you 

should seek immediate assistance from a Classroom Teacher, VCE or careers 
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School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBAT) ï Students 

undertake training and employment with an employer which is an integral par t of 

the school learning program and study timetable.  

Semester .  One half of the academic year.  A unit of study lasts for one semester.  

Sequence .  A sequence is a Unit 3 followed by Unit 4.  One of the requirements 

for passing the VCE is the successful co mpletion of four Unit 3 -4 sequences.  

Student Program .   This is the total package of VCE and VET studies normally 

taken over two years.  

Study/Studies .  S ubject(s).  

Technical and Further Education (TAFE) .  TAFE Institutes offer post -secondary 

courses.  

Unit.   Each VCE study is divided into 4 units.  Each unit lasts one semester.  Units 

1-2 are normally at Year 11 level, and Units 3 -4 are normally at Year 12 level.  

Victorian Curriculum & Assessment Authority (VCAA) .  The accrediting and 

authorising body respons ible for overseeing the VCE.  

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) .  The VCE is the credential awarded 

to secondary school students who successfully complete high school level studies 

(Year 11 and 12) in the state of Victoria.  

Vocational Education & Tra ining (VET) .  An accredited vocational program 

which enables students to complete a nationally recognised qualification.  

VCE/VET -  This refers to the expanding range of nationally recognised vocational 

studies now integrated within the VCE.  

Victorian Terti ary Admissions Centre (VTAC) .  The body responsible for the 

administration of the application and offer selection processes on behalf of 

universities and TAFE Institutes.  

Victorian Certificate of Applied learning (VCAL) .  The VCAL is a hands -on 

option for Year 11 and 12 students, offering practical work - related experience and 

learning.  
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VET 

VET in the VCE/VCAL allows students to include vocational studies within their 

senior secondary certificate. Students undertake nationally recognised training 

from either accredited state curriculum or national training packages which may 

contribute to their VCAL.  VET studies focus on the development of industry -specific 

workplace skills, with pathways into apprenticeship s, employment, TAFE or tertiary 

education.
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Please refer to the NMVC handbook to find out more information about the member 

schools and the courses which will be offered by NMVC VET cluster group.  

NOTE :  

There are administrative/materials costs associated with all VET studies, and the 

payment of the se is the responsibility of the parent or guardian.  These fees are 

required to be paid óup frontô before the end of the school year. 

HOMEWORK POLICY 

All Years 10, 11 and 12 students are expected to study  40 minutes for each 

subject studied that day (at least).  Homework is considered to be an integral part 

of the teaching and learning program and from the development of sound study 

attitudes and habits, is considered valuable for developing and individual sense of 

responsibility and self -discipline and preparation for professional life. Parents are 

asked to support this ethos and to provide good study facilities at home for their 

children.  

In Year 12 students should not be withdrawn from school during the term for any 

period of time. Students must also be support, at home, by the parents. Close to 

the exam period students may need a reduction in household chores.  

STUDY SPACE  

It is very important that a student be given a private study space during their 

senior years. A good study space is critical to a studentôs success. A good study 

space is:  

¶ Separate from the main family area, such as a quite office or a corner of their 

bed room ;  

¶ Is not in an area likely to be in the way of the household. Students will often 

have study notes and other materials out and on the desk. A god study space 

will mean these items  are safe from being move accidently ;  

¶ Is free from distractions such as t he TV ;  

¶ Is comfortable for the student ;  

¶ Is well lit ;  

¶ Students have all their stationary accessible ;  

¶ Everyone in the household knows that when a student is in their study space 

they should not be disturbed ;  

¶ The use of phones and computers should be monitored . Only some subjects 
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formulate strategies for effecting an improvement in the studentôs performance in 

either area. If by the end of the following term the studentôs effort or attitude 

grades have improved sufficiently to satisfy the minimum requirements at that 

assessment, he or she would be removed from Review.  

Failure to affect  an improvement in effort or attitude while on Academic Review 

leads to a studentôs automatic appearance before a probationary committee, 

consisting of a Vice Principal, School Counsellor ,  Head of Secondary  and the VCE 

coordinator.  

The primary purpose of this interview is to emphasise to the student the 

seriousness of the situation and the urgent need for improvement. The normal 

out come of such an interview would be a recommendation to the Principal that the 

student be placed on óAcademic Probationô. On receiving the recommendation, the 

Principal would then formally advise the Committee and the student of his decision 

and inform the studentôs parents by letter and arrange an interview as necessary. 

A student on Academic Probation who fails to affect  an improvement in effort or 

attitude by the next assessment would have registered unsatisfactory performance 

over a period of at least tw o terms. In such circumstances the question would need 

to be asked, ñIs East Preston the best place to meet the studentôs educational and 

social needs?ò A student who effects the required improvement would be removed 

from the Academic Probation. The criter ia for Academic Warning and Probation will 

be:  

¶ Either the possession of three ólevel 2ô effort or attitude grades or worse  

Or the possession of two ólevel 1ô effort or attitude grades or worse  
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